ANNEX 1: NATIONAL METHODS INCLUDED IN THE INTERCALIBRATION
FRANCE : National Methods for Phytoplankton
1. National Method included in the intercalibration : biomass, chlorophyll-a
Metric : 90th percentile of Chl-a concentrations (µg/L) on six-year data.

Sampling period : all year for coastal water bodies (from June to August for lagoons).

Sampling frequency : once a month.

Concern : coastal and transitional water bodies.

Boundaries :

	Type
	Reference
	H / G
	G / M
	M / P
	P / B

	1

(water bodies highly affected by Rhône river)
	?
	under development

	2 A

French Western Mediterranean water bodies, except Banyuls
	< 2
	2 – 2.4
	3.6 – 4
	under development

	3 WM

French Eastern Mediterranean water bodies, Banyuls water body, and Corsica water bodies
	< 1
	1 – 1.1
	1.8 – 2
	under development


The boundaries are presented as ranges, since the consequences of the compromise made for intercalibration has to be further discussed, and the boundaries clearly precised. It is also for this reason that the boundaries between Moderate and Poor, and between Poor and Bad, are not yet precised in the table.

Concerning the reference conditions, as no reference site has been designated for the types 1 and 2A in France, it is only possible to precise that the reference conditions are below the boundary High / Good for these types. For type 3WM, the data on the two reference sites (Banyuls and Villefranche) do not allow to assign a unique reference value, so the reference value will be probably the value which has been retained for Intercalibration (0.9).
2. National Methods not included in the intercalibration

1.1 2.1. Abundance : blooms of all species

Metric : percentage of samples on six-year data, where a single taxa count is above the exceeding threshold.

Definition of the exceeding threshold : 100 000 cells per liter for large cells, and 250 000 cells per liter for small cells.

Sampling period : all the year

Sampling frequency : once a month.

Concern : coastal and transitional water bodies.

Boundaries :

	Type
	Reference
	H / G
	G / M
	M / P
	P / B

	all types
	< 20
	20
	40
	70
	90


1.2 2.2. Composition : blooms of harmful species

Metric : percentage of samples on six-year data, where a single harmful taxa count is above the exceeding threshold.

Harmful species are defined as : toxic or harmful species to marine fauna, and eutrophication indicator species. The list of these harmful species has yet to be precised.

Definition of the exceeding threshold : 1 000 000 cells per liter.

Sampling period : all the year

Sampling frequency : once a month.

Concern : coastal and transitional water bodies.

Boundaries : under development.

